
“French UFO wave” 
November 5, 1990 

• Thousands of witness 
reports, artwork 

• Mass media saturated 

• Fireball reports common, 
but accompanied by more 
artificial structured objects 

• Some reports of EM effects 
on computers, car radios 

• Explanation of fiery falling 
satellite vigorously snubbed 



Right across 
the middle of 
the country 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



France, Nov 5, 1990 



Some see stars, 
some see more 

http://ovni007.tripod.com/id91.html 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Light 
swarms 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Many witnesses described a solid structure with 
beacons, jets, contrails, searchlights 

Vus par de nombreux témoins - Engin faisant jusqu'à au 
moins 2 kilomètres de long parfois 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



France, Nov 5, 1990 
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France, Nov 5, 1990 
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France, Nov 5, 1990 
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Mother ship 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Giant craft crosses sky 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



“Significant angular size” 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Giant triangle crosses the sky 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Triangles 

France, Nov 5, 1990 
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oblongs 
 

France, Nov 5, 1990 
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searchlights 

France, Nov 5, 1990 
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Weird shapes 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



Other shapes 

France, Nov 5, 1990 



More….. 
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Discussion  
• Typical report  mix of fireball swarms versus alien craft 

• Gorizont-23 was launched by a Proton booster on Nov 3, 
1990, and third stage in low parking orbit decayed Nov 5 

• Jean Sider [MUFON UFO Journal, May 1992] said the wave 
could be "the greatest UFO flap in France since the autumn of 
1954", as well as "one of the largest possible UFO flaps in 
French history.“ [http://www.jamesoberg.com/france_flap_ufo.pdf] 

• Some witnesses reported "alternating slow and rapid speeds" 
or a "vertical ascent“ 

• Civil & military pilots among most spectacular misperceivers. 
"This thing was not of this world," said Capt. Mike D'Alton. "In 
all my 23 years of flying I've never seen a craft anything like 
this.“    http://www.zipworld.com.au/~psmith/pilot-ufos.html 


